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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION 
 ■ North Korea should cease all use of anti-personnel mines.

 ■ North Korea should clear all mines from the Demilitarised Zone (DMZ) as soon as possible.

 ■ North Korea should accede to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention (APMBC) as a matter of priority.

 ■ Despite not yet being a state party to the APMBC, North Korea has obligations under international human 

rights law to clear anti-personnel mines in areas under its jurisdiction or control as soon as possible. 

ANTI-PERSONNEL 

MINE CONTAMINATION 
The extent of North Korea’s mine problem is not known. 

North Korea admitted in 1998 that it had laid mines in the 

DMZ, a 1,000km2 strip of land between the north and south 

of the peninsula believed to be one of the most densely 

contaminated areas in the world. Mined areas are reported 

to be marked and fenced but mines are also believed to have 

shifted as a result of fl ooding and landslides.1 In early 2006, 

offi cials commented to the APMBC Implementation Support 

Unit (ISU) that North Korea had not laid mines elsewhere in 

the country,2 despite fears that, among others, sections of the 

east coast were also mined. 

Under an agreement on measures to ease tensions, North 

and South Korea completed clearance of the Joint Security 

Area (of the DMZ) in Panmunjom in October 2018. Additional 

clearance was conducted around Arrowhead Hill (also known 

as Hill 281) in Cheolwon, Gangwon Province.3

In 2016, South Korean offi cials alleged new use of mines by 

North Korea near the village of Panmunjom inside the DMZ, 

which is jointly administered by North Korea and the United 

Nations (UN) Command. South Korea said North Korean 

soldiers were observed laying several mines on the North’s 

side of the “Bridge of No Return”, which spans the military 

demarcation line.4 North Korean forces were also reported 

to have used anti-personnel mines along the DMZ border in 

2015 and 2016, apparently to prevent North Korean soldiers 

from fl eeing to South Korea.5 

PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT 
North Korea has no functioning mine action programme. 

In September 2018, the North Korean and South Korean 

Ministers of Defence signed a military agreement, the 

Panmunjom declaration, which mandated North Korea, South 

Korea, and the United Nations Command (UNC) to “remove all 

mines in the Joint Security Area (of the DMZ) in Panmunjom 

within 20 days, beginning on October 1, 2018”.6 

LAND RELEASE 
South Korean offi cials confi rmed on 22 October 2018 that 

clearance of the Joint Security Area in Panmunjom by North 

and South Korea had been completed.7 They reported North 

Korea had cleared 636 mines while South Korea found none.8 

The north also reportedly cleared a 1.3km-long mine belt in 

the Arrowhead Hill region.9 No other land release is known to 

have occurred.
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